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Some Writer! – The Story of E. B. White 
Melissa Sweet 

1. Why didn’t Andy take the part-time job for “The New Yorker” right away? 
He wanted to go to Europe with a roommate.  The roommate had a job making a promotional video 
for Cunard cruise line.  Andy went on the cruise to Europe helping write the movie script.     

2. What did Professor Burr teach Andy? 
He helped Andy understand that it was important to have the freedom to express one’s ideas.  
Professor Burr led him to consider writing for a living.   

3. Why did Andy write a story about saving a pig’s life? 
Andy and his wife owned a farm and the pig got ill and died.  He felt bad that his pig had died and 
decided to write about saving the pig’s life. 

4. What was Andy’s job when he was in Seattle? 
He was a reporter for the Seattle Times.  Andy hated being told what to write.   

5. What did an editor at Macmillan want to do after Andy wrote an essay about Professor Strunk and his 
book? 
The editor wanted to publish a revised version of the book, Elements of Style.  This book was about the 
fundamentals of English grammar.   

6. What happened after Andy and Katharine took a vacation to Maine? 
Andy decided to by a farm for the family to live on and move to Maine.   

7. Why was Anne Carroll Moore disappointed in “Stuart Little”? 
She felt it blurred fantasy and reality.  She felt that it should not be published.  She felt that a mouse 
should not be born to humans.   

8. What happened when En read a poem from Longfellow at assembly when he was in first grade? 
He was very nervous about having to read in front of the school.  When he got up he read a line of the 
poem incorrectly.  Instead of saying “sands of time”; he said “tands of sime”.  The other students 
laughed at him.  This made him vow to never go on a stage again.   

9. When did Andy start having trouble with dementia? 
After he had gone canoeing, Andy stumbled and hit his head.  He later complained he wasn’t feeling 
right.  He was soon diagnosed with dementia. 

10. When did Elwyn get the nickname Andy? 
He got the nickname Andy when he was at Cornell.  His classmates came up with the nickname.  He 
was named after Cornell’s first President, Andrew Dickson White.   

11. Who was Fred? 
He was the family dachshund (dog) that En wrote the most about.  He died right before he decided to 
write Charlotte’s Web. 

12. Why did Andy decide to finish “Stuart Little”? 
He was worried that he might die.  He wanted to make sure his wife, Katharine, and son, Joel, would 
have enough money to live on.   

13. What did Joel do when he grew up? 
Joel designed and built wooden boats.   

14. How did Andy get background information when he decided to write about a trumpeter swan? 
Andy got in touch with his friend Cush (who called Andy “Ho” and himself “Hum”).  Cush lived in Philly 
where Andy had heard the Philadelphia Zoo had a swan family living on Bird Lake in the zoo.  He had 
Cush send him information about the swans, night clubs in Philly, etc.   

15. Why did Andy write “The Trumpet of the Swan”? 
He needed money for his wife’s medical bills.   
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16. Why did several libraries ban “Stuart Little”? 
They felt that the story was unfit for children.  They felt that a mouse can not be born to humans.  It 
blurred the lines between fantasy and reality.   

17. Why did Andy have a hard time recording the audiobook for “Charlotte’s Web”? 
It took him 17 tries to get through “Last Day” (The chapter where Charlotte dies.).  He kept crying 
whenever he read it.   

18. What happened when Andy fell asleep on a train when traveling home from Virginia? 
He dreamt of a mouse who was fully dressed in dapper clothing with a hat and cane.  He wrote down 
his ideas and would tell the story to his nieces and nephews.  He named the mouse Stewart. 

19. What happened to his job when Andy decided to move to Maine? 
He continued to edit Newsbreaks for the New Yorker.  The editors of Harper’s Magazine asked him to 
write essays from Maine.  He would have a column called One Man’s Meat.  He would only have to 
submit on piece a month. 

20. What happened when En went for a carriage ride with his family one Sunday afternoon? 
He started to sneeze, and his eyes became red and itchy.  His family discovered he was allergic to 
pollen.  The doctor prescribed dousing his head in cold water each morning.    

21. What was E. B. White’s full name? 
Elwyn Brooks White.  He was also called En when he was little and Andy White by friends after college. 

22. What was E. B. White’s hometown? 
Mount Vernon, New York. 

23. How old was E. B. White when he began writing? 
He was seven or eight years old.  

24. How did En learn to read? 
His father taught him to sound out words from the New York Times and to look up words he did not 
know in the dictionary. 

25. Despite lacking in talent, what did the White family have plenty of because of their father’s job? 
En’s father worked at a piano company.  The family had many musical instruments. 

26. What did En begin doing at the lake when he was young that he did every day for the next 20 years? 
He wrote in a journal.  He ended each entry with a question so that he would have something to think 
about while falling asleep.   

27. What did En make for his friend, Freddie Schuler, after inviting him to Maine one summer? 
En made him a brochure of Snug Harbor.   

28. What piece of writing earned En his 1st literary prize? 
A poem called “A Story of a Little Mouse” – He won the Woman’s Home Companion contest.  

29. Why couldn’t En join the army? 
He didn’t weigh enough.   

30. Why did Elwyn get a D in his English class at college? 
He found writing for the school newspaper more exciting.    

31. After returning home from his summer camp job, and working at some writing jobs he disliked, what 
did Elwyn do? 
Elwyn and his friend, Cush, bought a Model T car and drove across the country.   

32. Who did Elwyn marry? 
Katharine Sergeant Angell 

33. How did Andy change Stuart Little in later editions? 
He wrote that Stuart arrived instead of Stuart was born. 


